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SCHOOL TOILET PROCEDURES 
 
Our main toilet areas are available to all students before school, at recess and lunch. 
Toilets will be opened shortly after the bells for each break and locked at the end of 
each break. 
During class time, students need to be in class ideally for the whole lesson in order to 
maximise their learning - but we do realise that sometimes you just have to go. In those 
cases, which should not be a daily occurrence for most of our kids, students will need to 
take a toilet pass from their class to the office, sign the register and use the toilet in the 
office building.  Keeping a record of who comes out of class and how often is important 
for us to check on potential child wellbeing issues. We monitor the number of students 
using this toilet through the day and on average, there are around 15 visits. This toilet is 
monitored to maintain cleanliness. 
 
Why do we limit access during class time? 
 
Research has shown that students learn best when they are present in class for the 
entire lesson. The first 15 and last 10 minutes of every lesson are most important contact 
points to ensure students engage in their learning. Students need to get into the habit 
of going to the toilet before the end of break times to avoid missing vital learning 
experiences. Staff need to have all students present on time to give them the best 
chance of engaging the whole class from the outset of each lesson. 
 
Some students will go to the toilet in order to avoid settling to their schoolwork for a 
variety of reasons. These are the kids who will tell each of their 5 teacher throughout the 
day that they need to go to the toilet. Monitoring these students at a central location 
enables us to address class avoidance in a sensitive manner and get them back on 
track. 
Our toilets are located in a remote area of the school near a path used by the general 
public. Students may gather together in a pre-arranged meeting in these toilets or even 
meet up with someone from outside the school community without our knowledge. This 
is a serious duty of care concern and we need to avoid this. 
 
Locking toilets is a reasonably common practice for schools in NSW. 
 
The school toilet project 
 
To make our toilets more attractive, we have embarked on a beautification project 
based on the school toilet project  
 
https://www.enlighteneducation.com/school-toilet-project/ 
 
which not only makes toilets a nicer and more positive place to visit, but fulfils an 
opportunity to assist students to access help services should they need them. 
 
Students and staff are involved in the revamping of our toilets. We’ll be posting pictures 
as the area is developed.         

https://www.enlighteneducation.com/school-toilet-project/

